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Please Join Us!
Register now for either the May or the July 
Thoracic Endografting Symposium

The Society of Thoracic Surgeons now offers two opportunities to attend the popular Thoracic

Endografting Symposium. This innovative educational program was presented twice in 2005 and sold 

out on both occasions. The feedback has been overwhelmingly positive; and now more than 200 

cardiothoracic surgeons have completed the course and are better prepared to implement new 

cardiothoracic surgical procedures into their practice. 

According to the Guidelines for Credentialing of Practitioners to Perform Endovascular Stent-Grafting 

of the Thoracic Aorta, as developed by the Task Force on Endovascular Surgery and approved by the 

STS Executive Committee, participation in a didactic educational program is one of the requirements 

for obtaining credentials to perform this new and important procedure. (See the Policies page of The

Society section of www.sts.org or the March issue of The Annals for the full text of the Guidelines.) 

Those who attend the STS symposium will take an important step toward fulfilling such requirements.  

Please take a moment to review the program outline and list of invited speakers. You’ll see it is an 

outstanding program. To meet a growing need, the Society will present the Symposium in Scottsdale on 

May 19-20 and in Chicago (O’Hare vicinity) on July 14-15. Choose the date most convenient for 

your schedule, but don’t delay.  

Note that registration is limited to 125 participants. To ensure that you are able to participate, fax in

your registration form today. You can also visit www.sts.org for updated program and housing information

as well as additional registration forms.

Make the decision to expand your practice potential and attend the STS Thoracic Endografting Symposium.

The only other decision is whether to join your colleagues in Scottsdale in May or Chicago in July. 

Sincerely,

Nicholas T. Kouchoukos, MD

FRIDAY BREAKOUT SESSION
Course participants will be divided
into two equal groups of 62 partici-
pants each.  Group #1 will be divid-
ed equally (approximately 21 par-
ticipants) into 3 subgroups for rota-
tions through three concurrent
breakout sessions from 2:30 p.m. –
4:00 p.m., each rotation lasting 30
minutes.  Group #2 will attend the
Case Presentations from 2:30 p.m.
– 4:00 p.m.

Each station will be assigned
approximately 21 participants.
Participants rotate every 30 minutes
to the next station until all three
stations have been completed.

2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Group #1:
Small Group Stations 

Station A: Hands-on Lab: Gore
TAG Thoracic Endoprosthesis
Device

Station B: Hands-on Lab: Cook®
Zenith Stent Graft Device 

Station C: Hands-on Lab:
Medtronic Talent™ Stent Graft
Device 

2:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Group #2—Case Presentations 

4:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. 
Break

4:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 
Group #2: Small Group
Stations

Station A: Hands-on Lab: Gore
TAG Thoracic Endoprosthesis
Device

Station B: Hands-on Lab: Cook®
Zenith Stent Graft Device 

Station C: Hands-on Lab:
Medtronic Talent ™ Stent Graft
Device 

4:15 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 
Group #1—Case Presentations 

5:45 p.m. 
Adjournment

Continuing Medical Education (CME): 
The Society of Thoracic Surgeons is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
The STS designates this educational activity for a maximum of 15.25 AMA PRA Category 1
Credits™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

Please note: Program agenda is subject to change. 

Please visit www.sts.org/education for updated information!

SATURDAY BREAKOUT SESSION
Course participants will be divid-
ed into two equal groups of 62
participants each.  Group #2 will
be divided equally (approximate-
ly 15-16 participants) into 4
subgroups for rotations through
four concurrent breakout ses-
sions from 1:15 p.m. – 3:15
p.m., each rotation lasting 30
minutes.  Group #1 will attend
the Case Presentations from
1:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.

Each breakout will be assigned
approximately 15-16 partici-
pants. Participants rotate every
30 minutes to the next breakout
until all four breakouts have
been completed.

1:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Group #2: Small Group
Breakouts
Breakout A: Catheters and
Guidewires

Breakout B: Pre-Operative
Planning

Breakout C: Imaging 

Breakout D: Hands-on Lab:
MMS System  

1:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Group #1—Case Presentations
3:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.
Break

3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 
Group #1: Small Group
Breakouts  
Breakout A: Catheters and
Guidewires

Breakout B: Pre-Operative
Planning

Breakout C: Imaging 

Breakout D: Hands-on Lab:
MMS System  

3:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 
Group #2—Case Presentations
5:45 p.m. 
Adjournment 

FRIDAY
7:00 a.m.
Registration and Continental
Breakfast

7:30 a.m.
Welcome, Announcements and
Introductory Remarks from
Program Directors

Session I: Thoracic Endografting
for Cardiothoracic Surgeons

7:45 a.m.
Update from the Society of
Thoracic Surgeons Endovascular
Task Force

8:00 a.m.
An Introduction to Endovascular
Therapies for the Thoracic Aorta 

8:15 a.m.
Regulatory Status of Thoracic
Endografting in the US 

8:30 a.m.
Summary of Current Data
Regarding Thoracic Endografting 

8:45 a.m.
Thoracic Aortic Pathologies and
Results of Open Surgical
Techniques

9:00 a.m.
Panel Discussion: Questions
and Answers 

9:30 a.m.
Break – Visit Sponsors

Session II: Manufacturer’s Update:
Thoracic Endografts

10:00 a.m. 
Clinical Trial Data: Gore TAG
Thoracic Endograft 

10:20 a.m. 
Questions & Answers 

10:30 a.m. 
Clinical Trial Data: Cook Zenith®
Thoracic Endograft 

10:50 a.m. 
Questions & Answers

11:00 a.m. 
Clinical Trial Data: Medtronic
Talent™ Thoracic Stent Graft 

11:20 a.m. 
Questions & Answers 

11:30 a.m. 
Lunch – Visit Sponsors

Session III: Endovascular
Management of Thoracic Aortic
Diseases

12:30 p.m.
Catheters and Guidewires 101

12:45 p.m.
Imaging of the Thoracic
Aorta 101 

1:00 p.m. 
Video-Taped Case Presentation:
Endovascular Repair of a
Descending Thoracic Aortic
Aneurysm 

1:45 p.m.
Panel Discussion: Questions
and Answers 

2:00 p.m.
Break – Visit Sponsors

2:30 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.
Breakout Session (see below)

6:30 p.m.
Cocktail Reception

7:00 p.m. 
Dinner with Faculty and Sponsors

SATURDAY
7:00 a.m. 
Continental Breakfast – Visit
Sponsors

Session IV: Endovascular
Management and Complications

7:30 a.m.
Spinal Cord Protection and
Anesthetic Concerns 

7:45 a.m.
Vascular Access Including
Retroperitoneal Exposure 

8:00 a.m.
Dealing with the Subclavian
Artery in Relation to Thoracic
Endografting 

8:15 a.m.
Managing Endoleaks 

8:30 a.m.
Post-op Surveillance of
Endografts and Follow-up 

9:00 a.m.
Panel Discussion: Questions
and Answers 

9:30 a.m.
Break – Visit Sponsors

Session V: Future Directions
in Thoracic Endografting

10:00 a.m. 
Thoracic Endografting for Aortic
Dissections 

10:15 a.m.
Endovascular Approach for
Traumatic Aortic Transections 

10:30 a.m.
Hybrid Procedures 

10:45 a.m.
Endovascular Approach for
Thoracoabdominal Aneurysms

11:00 a.m. 
Future Directions Relating to
Endografting for High-Risk
Patients

11:15 a.m.
Panel Discussion: Questions
and Answers

11:30 a.m. 
Lunch – Visit Sponsors

Session VI: Getting Started with
Thoracic Endografting

12:00 p.m. 
Starting an Endovascular Program 

12:30 p.m. 
Coding and Reimbursement 

12:45 p.m.
Panel Discussion: Questions
and Answers 

1:15 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.
Breakout Session (see below)

Please visit
www.sts.org for the
most recent agenda

and information
about available 

resident scholarships. 

PROGRAM OUTLINE for May 19-20 in Scottsdale, AZ and July 14-15 in Chicago, IL 
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