
The Society of Thoracic Surgeons

Adult Cardiac Surgery Database 

Quality Improvement Series Webinar

May 20, 2026



Agenda

Welcome and Introductions

STS and Training Manual Updates

Data Clean Up

Open Q&A



Important Dates-Timeline

ACSD Monthly Webinar
2 pm CT/3 pm ET

May 6

ACSD Quality Improvement Series  Webinar 2 pm 
CT/3 pm ET

May 20

Harvest 2 Closes @ 10:59 pm CT/11:59 pm ET
Surgery Dates: April 1, 2023 – March 31, 2026

May 29

Harvest 2 Opt-Out Closes @ 4 pm CT/5 pm ET

June 2

ACSD Audit Webinar 
12 pm CT/1 pm ET

June 2

ACSD Monthly Webinar
2 pm CT/3 pm ET

June 3



• September 30-October 2, 2026
• Intermacs & Pedimacs-Live Virtual Forum-

September 24
• CHSD & GTSD Sessions-September 30- 

October 1
• ACSD Sessions-October 1-October 2 (half 

day-breakout discussions)
• AQO 2026 Abstract Submission Form | STS
• Deadline:  Friday, June 12.

AQO 2026 – New Orleans

https://www.abstractscorecard.com/cfp/submit/login.asp?EventKey=OIISBNRF
https://www.abstractscorecard.com/cfp/submit/login.asp?EventKey=OIISBNRF


Important Dates-2026 Harvest



Data Clean Up 

• Risk adjusted results and star ratings are not 
calculated for your site there is >/= 2% missingness 
for mortality variables or volume thresholds are not 
met.

• Please make sure that you are checking for missing 
data that impacts  operative mortality on the 
Community Page and the Missing Variable Report.



Data Clean Up 
• The Missing Variable Report is 

invaluable for checking for additional 
variables that impact the calculation 
of operative mortality such as 
discharge date.

• Other variables may impact 
operative mortality downstream if 
missing such as “Patient expired in 
OR (6546)” and “Is the patient still in 
the Acute Care Hospital Setting 
(7005)”.

• Pay special attention to all variables 
in Section Q. Discharge/Mortality.



Q&A



Open Discussion

Please use the 
raise-hand 
function.

Please use the 
Q&A Function.

We will answer as 
many questions as 

possible.

We encourage 
your feedback and 
want to hear from 

you!



We Need 
You!

If you have implemented a QI project at your 
site, we want to hear about your work!

Please reach out to 
Nancy Honeycutt @ nhoneycutt@sts.org.



Thank You 
for Joining!

ACSD Audit Webinar Tuesday June 2, 2026, 12 pm CT / 1 pm ET

ACSD Monthly Webinar Wednesday, June 3, 2026, at 2pm CT/3pm ET


	The Society of Thoracic Surgeons��Adult Cardiac Surgery Database ��Quality Improvement Series Webinar��May 20, 2026��
	Agenda
	Important Dates-Timeline
	AQO 2026 – New Orleans
	Important Dates-2026 Harvest
	Data Clean Up 
	Data Clean Up 
	Q&A
	Open Discussion
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11

