
The Society of Thoracic Surgeons

Congenital Heart Surgery Database

July 21, 2026



Agenda

• Welcome and Introduction
• STS Updates
• STS Data Manager Education Q&A



STS Updates

• July Training Manual and FAQ Summary posted

• CHSD Public Reporting – Website has been updated to include the
Spring 26 Harvest Analysis results (January 2022 – December 2025) 

• Questions regarding public reporting should be sent directly to 
publicreporting@sts.org

• Fall 2026 Harvest closes October 9th  @ 11:59pm EASTERN 
(includes procedures up through June 30, 2026)

mailto:publicreporting@sts.org


• September 30 - October 2, 2026
• Hiton Riverside New Orleans
• CHSD& GTSD Sessions will be held 

Sept 30th (full day) and October 1st 
(half day)

• Intermacs & Pedimacs-Live Virtual 
Forum-September 24th

• ACSD Sessions will be held October 
1st  (full day) and October 2nd (half 
day)

• Half day sessions will include 
breakout discussions for the on-site 
databases

AQO 2026 – New Orleans



AQO 2026 – A Data Managers Meeting
• Registration is NOW OPEN!!! 

• https://www.sts.org/calendar-
of-events/2026-advances-
quality-outcomes-data-
managers-meeting
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Education Discussion Topics

Database Announcements/Updates

Definition Clarifications
‒ Procedure: Partial Heart Transplant

‒ Preop Factor: Immunocompromised

‒ Postop Event: Acute Renal Failure



Database 
Announcements 

& Updates

•Behind in response time 
due to time away

•Expect replies by the 
end of next week

FAQs



Database 
Announcements 

& Updates

•Discontinued as of 
7/1/26 

•Clarifications coming to 
TM with next update

COVID-19 Fields





Database 
Announcements 

& Updates

• Still coming, delayed
• Office Hours available with 

Chasity and Leslie, reach out via 
email

• New DM Webinars beginning 
Fall 2026

STS University



Database 
Announcements 

& Updates

• CHSD Chat about Future Variables
• Bring your ideas for new fields, 

getting rid of fields, changes to 
fields, new procedures/diagnoses, 
etc.

• Can't wait!

AQO Breakout Session, 
Day 2



Procedure 
Clarification: 
Partial Heart 

Transplant

Partial Heart Transplant

“Living heart valve replacement”
‒ valves/valve tissue from a donor heart is 

implanted into a patient

‒ grow with the patient, decreasing need 
for repeated replacements

‒ require immunosuppression

‒ no need for anticoagulation
 



Procedure: Partial Heart Transplant

How to code a partial heart transplant?
• There is no current procedure code in the CHSD to capture
• Code the specific valves replaced

Training Manual: 



Preop Factor:
Immuno-

compromised

Immunocompromised

Defined: weakened immune system

Code this factor: if the patient is taking 
immunosuppressive meds within 30d 
prior to OR entry date & time and/or has a 
documented existing medication 
condition causing immunocompromise at 
OR entry date & time...



Preop Factor: Immunocompromised

Updated: Includes congenital athymia
patient born without thymus gland or without a functioning 
thymus gland

Does not include patients where the thymus 
gland was surgically removed



Postop Event: 
Acute Renal 
Failure (ARF)

Acute Renal Failure Clarification

At least one of the following:
• New requirement for dialysis (any type) for kidney 

dysfunction and/or

• If < 18-yrs, a clinical diagnosis of ARF w/ at least 
one of the following: (1) new onset oliguria w/ urine 
output < 0.5 ml/kg/hr for 24hrs or (2) a rise in serum 
creatinine > 1.5x upper limits of normal for age (or 
2x the most recent preop value if available) or

• If ≥ 18-years of age, a 3x increase in serum 
creatinine level from the preoperative value, and/or 
a serum creatinine level ≥ 4.0 mg/dl with at least a 
0.5 mg/dl rise from the preoperative value 



POE ARF: Decision Algorithm

1. Did the patient receive dialysis?
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1. Did the patient receive dialysis?
→ If yes, was dialysis for renal dysfunction? 

if yes for renal dysfunction, code POE ARF      
if not for renal dysfunction, move to next criteria



POE ARF: Decision Algorithm

1. Did the patient receive dialysis?
→ If yes, was dialysis for renal dysfunction? 

if yes for renal dysfunction, code POE ARF      
if not for renal dysfunction, move to next criteria

→ If no dialysis, move to next criteria
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2. Patient < 18-yrs of age, was there a documented diagnosis of ARF? 
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2. Patient < 18-yrs of age, was there a documented diagnosis of ARF? 
→ If no, do not code POE ARF

→ If yes, was there new onset oliguria w/ urine output < 0.5 ml/kg/hr for 24hrs? 
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→ If no, do not code POE ARF

→ If yes, was there new onset oliguria w/ urine output < 0.5 ml/kg/hr for 24hrs? 
if yes, code POE ARF      
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POE ARF: Decision Algorithm

2. Patient < 18-yrs of age, was there a documented diagnosis of ARF? 
→ If no, do not code POE ARF

→ If yes, was there new onset oliguria w/ urine output < 0.5 ml/kg/hr for 24hrs? 
if yes, code POE ARF      
if no, was there a rise in serum creatinine > 1.5x upper limits of normal 
for age (or 2x the most recent preop value if available)? 

→ if yes, code POE ARF
→ if no, do not code POE ARF



POE ARF: Decision Algorithm

2. Patient ≥ 18-yrs of age, was there a 3x increase in serum creatinine 
from the preoperative value? 
→ If yes, code POE ARF

→ If no, was there a serum creatinine level ≥ 4.0 mg/dl with at least a 0.5 mg/dl 
rise from the preoperative value? 

if yes, code POE ARF      
if no, do not code POE ARF



Postop Event: Acute Renal Failure

When to code:

Patient receives peritoneal dialysis for AKI 



Postop Event: Acute Renal Failure

When to code:

Patient receives peritoneal dialysis for AKI = Yes

Dialysis for any renal 
dysfunction is 

sufficient to code for 
any age patient



Postop Event: Acute Renal Failure

When to code:

Neonate with postop AKI but does not require dialysis



Postop Event: Acute Renal Failure

When to code:

Neonate with postop AKI but does not require dialysis = No

No dialysis
No diagnosis ARF



Postop Event: Acute Renal Failure

When to code:

Patient received dialysis for fluid overload



Postop Event: Acute Renal Failure

When to code:

Patient received dialysis for fluid overload = No

Dialysis must be for 
kidney dysfunction



Thank you!



Open Discussion

Please use the 
Q&A Function. 

We will answer as 
many questions as 

possible.

We encourage 
your feedback and 
want to hear from 

you!



Upcoming CHSD Webinars

Monthly Webinars
•        8/18/26 @ 12pmCT
• 9/15/26 @ 12pmCT



Contact Information

Leigh Ann Jones, STS 
National Database Manager, 

Congenital and General 
Thoracic

• Ljones@sts.org

Tech Support 
Analysis Report/Data 
Submission Questions

• STSDB_helpdesk@sts.org

Database Operational 
Questions (STS 

Contracts/Database 
Participation)

• STSDB@sts.org

Congenital STS Database Consultants
• Leslie Wacker        lwacker@sts.org
• Chasity Wellnitz   cwellnitz@sts.org

mailto:CKrohn@sts.org
mailto:CKrohn@sts.org
mailto:STSDB@sts.org
mailto:STSDB@sts.org
mailto:lwacker@sts.org
mailto:cwellnitz@sts.org


THANK YOU FOR JOINING!
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