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April 24, 2024



Agenda
 Welcome and introductions
 STS housekeeping
 New Data Manager (part II) presentation by Rebecca Harap, RN
 Open Discussion 

 Please use the Q&A Function

 We will answer as many questions as possible

 We encourage your feedback and want to hear from you!



Important Dates
• INTERMACS/PEDIMACS QUALITY ASSURANCE WEBINAR- APRIL 25TH @ 2PM CT
• DATA ENTRY DEADLINE FOR Q1- APRIL 30TH 



AQO 2024 

 Registration is open!
 Wednesday, September 11th-Intermacs/Pedimacs
 In-person pricing and virtual pricing

 Early bird discount through May 16th 



Contact Information
• Carole Krohn, MPH, BSN, RN, LSSGB, Director, STS National Database             

ckrohn@sts.org 

 

• Patricia Potter, BSN, RN,  Intermacs Data Warehouse Manager of Clinical Affairs 
patricia.potter@kirso.net 

mailto:ckrohn@sts.org
mailto:patricia.potter@kirso.net


New Data 
Managers 
Session
Part 2



Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this session the participant 
will be able to

• Understand how to successfully enter a patient 
into the Intermacs database

• Calculate and understand Intermacs follow-up 
windows

• Assess patient charts to identify Intermacs 
adverse events
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Screening a Patient

* Remember to fill out an early right heart failure AE if you have a LVAD and RVAD in the same OR



Demographic Form



Index Hospitalization Worksheet



Pre-implant Form



Pre-implant Form



Pre-implant Form



Pre-implant Form



Pre-implant Form-Things to Remember
• The Pre-Implant Form should be collected

• Closest to implant but must be within 60 days of implant

• No data from the OR should be used in the Pre-Implant Form

• The quality of life and trailmaking data needs to be collected within 
30 days implant

• Hemodynamics

• The general hemodynamics should be collected at the time of the 
Swan hemodynamics



Pre-implant Form-Labs
• All within 60 days of implant

• ‘Not done’ should be used if the lab was not drawn within the 60 days of implant

• ‘Unknown’ should be used if the reported value is outside of the parameters/range or 
contains a non-numeric component such as >

• Care Everywhere results are acceptable as long as they are within 60 days of implant

•  Lupus Anticoagulant if this is positive continue to mark yes on every follow-up form

• HIT use the data from the current lab draw



Pre-implant Form-Medications



Pre-implant Form-Quality of Life (QOL)

• QOL forms can be found on 
https://intermacs.kirso.net/intermacs-
documents/

•  

• Make sure you are 
• Keeping hard copies of QOL forms
• Scanning them into the medical record

https://intermacs.kirso.net/intermacs-documents/
https://intermacs.kirso.net/intermacs-documents/


Pre-implant Form-Exercise Function



Pre-implant Form-Comorbidities



Index Hospitalization Worksheet



Implant Form



Implant Form

*Use the surgeon op-note for this data * Use the anesthesia note for this data 



Follow-up Forms
• Once the implant form is complete the 1 Week Follow-up and the Implant Discharge Form 

will open   



Follow-up Forms- 1 Week and 1 Month
• These forms collect the same variables

• Use all data from the previous visit to the current follow-up date

• 1-Week-from the date/time the patients leaves the OR to date of 
follow-up

• 1-Month-from the day after the 1-Week follow date to the date of the 
follow-up



Implant Discharge Form



Follow-up Forms- 3 Month and all Subsequent Forms

• All forms from 3 mo., 6 mo., and every form thereafter will be the same

• How do we determine the window we are looking at?

• Look at the follow-up prior to the current form 
and use all time from that date to the date of 
your current follow-up

• Example 2yr 5/20/2023-06/26/2023 but 
look back to 01/10/2023

• Example 2.5yr 11/20/2023-12/20/2023 
but look back to 06/27/2023



Follow-up Forms-Non-Trigged Events

• With every follow-up form you will need to check 
• All LDH and plasma-free hemoglobin results from the previous 

visit to date of follow up (Example window 12/6/2023-7/22/2023)

• Was the patient admitted during this window?
• If so, look for IV diuretic/IV inotropes ≥ 72hrs or ECMO to 

assess for RHF

• Has the patient experienced a neurological AE post VAD?
• If so, look for a documented MRS
• Determine a MRS based off of clinical judgement from the 

available documentation



Follow-up Forms- 3 Month and all Subsequent Forms
• The patient’s current device strategy is asked on the 3-mo. form and all follow-up moving 

forward

• When you abstract Bridge to Transplant the following will open

• When you abstract anything other than Bridge to Transplant a comorbidity form will open within 
the follow-up form



Adverse Events-Hemolysis
• Use the search feature within your EMR to look at all LDH and plasma-free hemoglobin 

results during your current window 

• Plasma-free hemoglobin >20mg/dL
• LDH > 2.5x the upper limit of your hospital’s normal range

• 271 units/L is NM normal range
• Look for a result of 677.5 units/L to meet this AE

• Isolate LDH elevations should not be reported

• If the AE exists them determine if it is minor or major



Adverse Events-Late Right Heart Failure (RHF)
• Was you patient admitted at any time during the follow up period?

• If NO, then you cannot have a later RHF AE

• If YES  

• Did the patient have IV diuretics or inotropes for great than 72hrs? Was ECMO 
cannulated?

• If YES, then do they meet the following criteria



Adverse Events-Hepatic Function
• Any time after POD 14 a patient can meet definition for a hepatic AE

• Using the search function in the EMR look at all ALT, AST, and Total Bilirubin results during 
the window

• Look for levels 3x the upper limit of normal for your hospital

• Assess for this AE during every open window

• A patient may have multiple instances of hepatic AE if their labs stabilize and then again 
meet criteria



Adverse Event-Arrhythmias

• Any time after the patient leaves the OR

• This AE can be documented every 7 days  

• ATP is included in this AE



Thank
you

Rebecca Harap BSN, RN-BC

Northwestern Memorial Hospital 

rwetzel@nm.org
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