
Society of Thoracic Surgeons

General Thoracic Surgery Database
Monthly Webinar
August 10, 2022



GTSD Monthly 
Webinar
• Welcome and Introductions
• STS Update

• Education (Ruth Raleigh)
• IQVIA Update
• User Feedback

• Include Ticket 
Number/Case Number

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.picpedia.org/chalkboard/a/agenda.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


STS Updates
• Training Manual for August to be posted by end of day

• Spring 2022 Analysis Results Released
• Lung and Esophageal Composite Reports posted within the platform on July 11th

• Participant Results for Benchmark and Legacy Reports will be released separately
• Planned for this weekend’s release

• Report related questions should be directed to gtsdtechsupport@iqvia.com

• IQVIA Platform 

• Participant ID specific Contact List now available
• Adding new user accounts or deactivating current user access

• Complete the STS Participant Contact Form (https://www.sts.org/sts-participant-contact-
form)

• Contact STSDB@sts.org for assistance

mailto:gtsdtechsupport@iqvia.com
https://www.sts.org/sts-participant-contact-form
mailto:STSDB@sts.org


STS Updates

• 2022 Harvest Schedule

• Fall 2022 Harvest is currently underway
• Submit your data early and often!!!!!



STS Updates
• GTSD Public Reporting

• Public Reporting Website was updated on July 11th

• The updated website utilizes results from Fall 2021 Harvest (July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2021)
• Questions should be directed to Sydney Clinton (sclinton@sts.org)

• 2022 Audit Underway
• Audit Notification and Instruction Letters have been sent – STS audit webpage has been 

updated with 2022 audit details
• Selected sites please reach out to CRS with audit related questions. 

mailto:sclinton@sts.org




AQO Registration 
is Open! 

Receive Early Bird 
Registration 

Pricing through 
Friday, August 26.

https://www.sts.org/meetings/calendar-of-events/2022-advances-quality-outcomes-data-managers-meeting


Wednesday, October 26, 2022 – General Thoracic Session



• Educational sessions and social events will take place at the Rhode Island Convention Center (1 Sabin St, 
Providence, RI 02903). 

• A block of rooms have been reserved at the Omni Providence Hotel (1 West Exchange St., Providence, RI  02903). 
The special AQO group rate of $259, plus state and local taxes, is guaranteed through Tuesday, October 4, or until the 
group block is sold out. 
• Reserve online
• Call 401-598-8000. Be sure to reference “AQO” or “Advances in Quality and Outcomes.”

https://www.goprovidence.com/sts/?guid=d5d320a3-f6e5-4c37-b549-66ab6d83866f&preview=true
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/providence/meetings/society-of-thoracic-surgeons-advances-in-quality-and-outcomes-10252022


STS AQO IS GOING GREEN!!!!!  

All materials will be posted and 

available for download.

https://www.goprovidence.com/sts/?guid=d5d320a3-f6e5-4c37-b549-66ab6d83866f&preview=true


STS Education

Ruth Raleigh
STS GTSD Consultant

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://canadiem.org/counterpoint-service-education-integration-conversation-important-ever/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


FAQ Mailbox 
Submissions

Please make sure that the email 
address and database version 
that you enter are correct and 
complete. A response may be 
significantly delayed when these 
are incorrect.



Seq 610: History of 
Vascular Disease
Documented peripheral arterial 
disease would be captured with 
major aortic or peripheral vascular 
disease.



Seq 650: History of 
Cancer
Aug 2022: ‘Coexisting Cancer’ is 
intended to capture patients being 
actively treated OR actively 
surveyed for an active primary 
malignancy that is not related to the 
thoracic disease. Clarification 
added to 2.d. above. 



Seq 685: Preoperative Thoracic Radiation Therapy



Seq 3800: 
Pneumothorax 
req CT

Aug 2022: Code ‘yes’ to 3800 if chest tube insertion is required for a 
pneumothorax that was caused by a patient accidentally or intentionally 
dislodging a chest tube that was routinely placed in the OR.



Seq 4270: Readmission within 30 days of 
Discharge
July 2022: Code ‘no’ to readmission within 30 days of discharge if the readmission was planned and is 
unrelated to the thoracic procedure performed. (strikethrough added in Aug 2022). For example, patient has 
parotid cancer and lung cancer – plan is for lobectomy with discharge to home and then to readmit 3 weeks later 
for resection of parotid. In this instance, the readmission would not be captured. 

Aug 2022: Also code ‘no’ to readmissions within 30 days of discharge if the readmission was planned pre-
operatively and IS related to the thoracic procedure performed. For example, a pre-operatively planned 
readmission for chemotherapy following a lung resection.

***Please note planning must be pre-operative not post-operative***



Seq 1470: Procedure

Aug 2022: Esophagectomies that are completed with 
a minimally invasive approach with the exception of
only the neck portion are to be coded as minimally 
invasive. 



Seq 1470: 
Procedure

Aug 2022: There is not currently a 
separate code for a VATS/RATS 
approach to sleeve lobectomy, please 
use removal of lung, sleeve lobectomy 
(32486) for all surgical approaches to
sleeve lobectomies.



Seq 1510: Primary Lung Cancer Resection 
Performed

Aug 2022: If a wedge resection is completed 
for a new primary lung cancer – it can be 
either therapeutic or diagnostic depending on 
the extent of the disease at the time of 
resection. If you are unsure, it is helpful to 
discuss with your surgeon and document your 
conversation for your records. 



IQVIA Review
Joe Brower



IQVIA Release 
August 2022

IQVIA Updates - August 2022 Release
The items below will be released on August 12
A notification will be posted to confirm the availability of the reports.

GTSD Risk Adjusted Report Updates

• The GTSD Risk Adjusted Report will be updated to re-
enable the Other Reports, Benchmark Reports and Legacy 
Reports on all harvest reports.

• The Print / Export Button will be enabled on all Harvest 
Reports.

Please Note: Release Notes will be posted in the Notifications to 
review the full list of updates to the reports.



IQVIA 
Known Issues
August 2022

IQVIA Known Issues - August 2022
The items below will be released on August 12

GTSD Risk Adjusted Dashboard Report – Spring 2022 
Harvest Results
STS-8562 – (Lung Cancer Staging Procedures) The report 
logic will be updated to include the 5.21.1 data version 
changes for identified variables which were discontinued 
and replaced.
STS-8563 – (Esophageal Cancer Staging Procedures) The 
report logic will be updated to include the 5.21.1 data 
version changes for identified variables which were 
discontinued and replaced.



IQVIA Update 

Please note: Submitted 
tickets are currently under 

review and the IQVIA 
support team will follow up 
on resolution and/or target 

release confirmation.

The IQVIA Team is currently 
reviewing items to be 

targeted for an upcoming 
release. Those items will be 
posted to the Notifications 

section.



Contact Information

Leigh Ann Jones, STS 
National Database 

Manager, Congenital and 
General Thoracic

• Ljones@sts.org
• 312-202-5822

Database Operational 
Questions

• STSDB@sts.org

mailto:CKrohn@sts.org
mailto:STSDB@sts.org


Upcoming 
GTSD Webinars

User Group Call
• August 24 @ 2:30CT

Monthly Webinar
• September 14 @ 1:30CT

New Data Manager Webinar
• September 28 @ 2:30 CT



Open Discussion

PLEASE USE THE Q&A FUNCTION. WE WILL ANSWER AS MANY 
QUESTIONS AS POSSIBLE.

WE ENCOURAGE YOUR FEEDBACK 
AND WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!



THANK YOU FOR JOINING!
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