
The Society of Thoracic Surgeons

General Thoracic Surgery Database 
Monthly Webinar

February 11, 2026



Agenda

• Welcome and Introduction

• STS Updates 
• Data Manager Education

• Training Manual Updates
• Temporary Field Activation 

• Q&A



STS Updates

2026 Harvest Dates



STS Updates

• Should only be used with OR dates January 1, 2026, forward
• Vendor Certification has been completed

• Please contact your vendor directly regarding your software update for 
v5.26.1



• September 30 - October 2, 2026
• GTSD & CHSD Sessions will be held 

Sept 30th (full day) and October 1st (half 
day)

• Intermacs & Pedimacs-Live Virtual 
Forum-September 24th

• ACSD Sessions will be held October 1st  
(full day) and October 2nd (half day)

• Half day sessions will include breakout 
discussions for the on-site databases

• AQO 2026 Session Proposal Form | STS 

AQO 2026 – New Orleans

https://www.sts.org/form/aqo-2026-session-proposal-form
https://www.sts.org/form/aqo-2026-session-proposal-form


AQO 2026 Working Groups
If you are interested in volunteering an AQO Working Group, let us know!

AQO Planning Group
Members wanted who are willing to be 
involved in AQO on the day of the event
 giving a talk in person or working with 

an experienced speaker to do a 
presentation, 
 facilitating a break-out discussion
 reviewing content that someone else 

made to make sure it is correct 
 presenting on-demand content
 helping a surgeon speaker

AQO Abstract Review 
• Members wanted who have experience or 

knowledge in reviewing abstracts. 
• Members will receive 3-5 abstracts to 

review prior to AQO and provide feedback 
to authors



STS Education

Ruth Raleigh, GTSD 
Clinical Consultant

  
Dr. Jeffrey Velotta

Kaiser Permanente 
Northern California 

Thoracic Surgery
UCSF Dept of Surgery 

 
 





Diagnostic CT Chest Scan Date

Diagnostic CT Chest scan DATE Definition:  Uniformly defined as date of the 
computed tomography (CT) scan Chest that prompted a diagnostic workup 
and/or caused the clinician to act on proceeding to pulmonary resection.



Seq. Number 4600 - TempDt

• Collected for v5.26.1 cases only

• Mandatory data collection for 
surgery dates March 1, 2026, 
forward

• Sites can choose to retroactively 
collect this information for January 
and February surgery dates



Seq 690 - 
HistPreopMeds

DCF updated. Change communicated to vendors, STS 
requested they update their software but not required 
to do so. 



Seq 1470: Proc 

Mediastinoscopy was updated on DCF, TM correction made to align with DCF. 

Old:

New: 



Seq 1621: SUV Max of Primary Lesion



Seq 1800: LungCaTumSz

Document the largest tumor size from the pre-operative CT that led the 
surgeon/treatment team to work the patient up for possible lung cancer 
and ultimately led to treatment (either surgery or neoadjuvant therapy). 
For example, if  a patient had a LDCT scan on 1/19/2026 and a 3 month 
follow-up CT scan on 4/20/2026 that showed increasing tumor size that 
led to a PET on 6/1/2026, EBUS on 7/5/2026 and ultimately surgical 
resection on 8/15/2026 – please capture largest tumor size from the CT 
scan on 4/20/2026.



Seq 2070: 
LungCAHist

If the pathology report does not indicate 
whether adenocarcinoma is mucinous or 
non-mucinous, please code as non-
mucinous. It is very important that 
mucinous adenocarcinoma only be 
coded if specified in the pathology 
report. 



Seq 4140: 
POEscCare

This POE is captured only for the 
index admission. Only capture 
unexpected admissions to the ICU. 
An unexpected ICU admission 
would be captured if either a 
physical change in location or 
change in ADT status for flex beds.



Open Discussion

Please use the Q&A Function. 

We will answer as many questions as 
possible.

We encourage your feedback and want to 
hear from you!



Upcoming 
GTSD Webinars

Monthly Webinars

• March 11 @ 2:30ET (1:30CT)
• April 8 @ 2:30ET (1:30CT)



Contact Information

Leigh Ann Jones, STS National 
Database Manager, Congenital 

and General Thoracic

• Ljones@sts.org
• 312-202-5822

Helpdesk Support 
(Harvest Questions/Analysis 

Report Questions)

• STSDB_helpdesk@sts.org

Database Operational 
Questions

(Database Participation, 
Contracts, etc.)

• STSDB@sts.org

mailto:CKrohn@sts.org
mailto:CKrohn@sts.org
mailto:STSDB@sts.org
mailto:STSDB@sts.org


THANK YOU FOR JOINING!
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