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Agenda

• Welcome and Introduction

• STS Updates 
• Data Manager Education
• Q&A



STS Updates

• Fall 2025 Harvest (Includes Surgery dates July 1, 2022 – June 30, 2025)
• Harvest has closed and data is being prepared for analysis

• 2026 Harvest Dates coming soon!

• GTSD Audit Underway
• Notification letters were sent to selected sites on Monday, July 14th

• You were selected for audit and have questions: please contact CRS directly

• Data Manager Collaborative Update



Data Manager Collaborative

• The STS National Database Data Manager Collaborative (DMC) officially 
concluded on August 21, 2025. 

• STS will make every effort to pair data managers who submitted a match request 
by August 20, 2025. If you are already matched, you are welcome to continue 
meeting with your peers independently.

• Moving forward, we encourage data managers to stay engaged by participating in 
monthly webinars, regional groups, connecting through the STS Data Managers 
Facebook Group, and attending AQO.

• STS extends its sincere thanks to all data managers who have participated in and 
supported the various iterations of this program over the years.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F3554f655-9f40-42c2-8f34-bde1dae56b34%2Fr%2FilNlFyxcv0utEwq90oACACQAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.facebook.com%25252Fgroups%25252Fstsdatamanagers%25252F%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%252C%25222%2522%253A%257B%2522utm_source%2522%253A%2522Dynamics%2520365%2520Customer%2520Insights%2520-%2520Journeys%2522%252C%2522utm_medium%2522%253A%2522email%2522%252C%2522utm_term%2522%253A%2522N%252FA%2522%252C%2522utm_campaign%2522%253A%2522%2522%252C%2522utm_content%2522%253A%2522Database%2520News%2520-%2520AUGUST%25202025%2522%257D%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3D8V1Yb6HzfzBd3VW5ne4wjUa9nThdgcKTVzxH5aaHg54%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7Cnhoneycutt%40sts.org%7Cc80ff08fd50843cf915e08dde4dc1795%7C3c5719454195486e9a19577508b2fe1a%7C1%7C0%7C638918356147852835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ms%2FVDvd0oEIiITvWRdY9z0%2Bcv5IuilliayQzd8nh9yY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpublic-usa.mkt.dynamics.com%2Fapi%2Forgs%2F3554f655-9f40-42c2-8f34-bde1dae56b34%2Fr%2FilNlFyxcv0utEwq90oACACQAAAA%3Fmsdynmkt_target%3D%257B%2522TargetUrl%2522%253A%2522https%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.facebook.com%25252Fgroups%25252Fstsdatamanagers%25252F%2522%252C%2522RedirectOptions%2522%253A%257B%25225%2522%253Anull%252C%25221%2522%253Anull%252C%25222%2522%253A%257B%2522utm_source%2522%253A%2522Dynamics%2520365%2520Customer%2520Insights%2520-%2520Journeys%2522%252C%2522utm_medium%2522%253A%2522email%2522%252C%2522utm_term%2522%253A%2522N%252FA%2522%252C%2522utm_campaign%2522%253A%2522%2522%252C%2522utm_content%2522%253A%2522Database%2520News%2520-%2520AUGUST%25202025%2522%257D%257D%257D%26msdynmkt_digest%3D8V1Yb6HzfzBd3VW5ne4wjUa9nThdgcKTVzxH5aaHg54%253D%26msdynmkt_secretVersion%3Da3955a744d9049f88dd8bdc1907bf2bf&data=05%7C02%7Cnhoneycutt%40sts.org%7Cc80ff08fd50843cf915e08dde4dc1795%7C3c5719454195486e9a19577508b2fe1a%7C1%7C0%7C638918356147852835%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ms%2FVDvd0oEIiITvWRdY9z0%2Bcv5IuilliayQzd8nh9yY%3D&reserved=0


• GTSD and CHSD Sessions: 
Thursday, September 25th

• ACSD Session: Friday, September 
26th

• Intermacs and Pedimacs Session: 
Tuesday, September 23rd VIRTUAL

• Grand Hyatt San Antonio 
Riverwalk

• Both In Person (ACSD, CHSD, 
GTSD) and Virtual options (all 
databases) will be available

AQO 2025



AQO Registration



AQO 2025 – GTSD Agenda



AQO 2025 – GTSD Agenda



AQO 2025 – GTSD Agenda



AQO 2025 – GTSD Agenda



HELP - What if I’m not able to attend AQO???

• STS will be providing an in-depth 
review of the new data 
collection form after AQO.

• Multiple webinars will be held
• We will walk through each 

section variable by variable



STS Education 
 



Seq 610: History of Vascular Disease 
Capture the following as PVD:
• AAA repair/stent
• Sacular aortic aneurysms
• Amputation for arterial insufficiency
• Aorto-iliac occlusive disease reconstruction
• Peripheral vascular bypass surgery
• Angioplasty or stent 
• Renal artery atherosclerosis
• Aortic aneurysm
• Aortic dissection
• Aortic enlargement
• Aortic dilation noted in H&P
• Ectasia of the aorta
• Collagen vascular disease
• Carotid endarterectomy
• Carotid stenosis greater than 50%
• Carotid stenting
• Documented peripheral arterial disease
• Atherosclerotic disease documented w/o severity
• Subclavian artery stenosis related to atherosclerotic disease
• Chronic vascular insufficiency of the intestine

Do NOT capture the following as PVD:
• Intracranial aneurysm
• Atherosclerotic disease graded as mild
• Atherosclerotic disease noted only in a radiology report
• Aortic dilation noted only in a radiology report
• Transposition of the great vessels
• Splenic artery aneurysm
• Renal artery aneurysm
• Subclavian artery stenosis not specifically linked to atherosclerotic 

disease
• Venous stasis dermatitis
 



Seq 740: PFT
• Undated PFTs are capture as ‘no’ in seq 740 as there is no way 
to know if the PFTs were performed in the last 12 months as is 
required by the field. This is true even if your surgeon dictates 
values for FEV1 and DLCO.



Seq 800: Cigarette 
Smoking
• Vaping is captured regardless 
of substance vaped.



Seq 1620: Clinical Staging Methods

*** ’Any treatment’ specifically means any treatment related to either 
the lung or esophageal cancer your surgeon is resecting. ***



Seq 1910: Nodal 
Station 3
• Seq 1910 captures all station 3 lymph 
nodes, whether designated 3, 3a or 3p. 
Station 3a and station 3p aren’t 
considered contralateral lymph nodes 
because they lack laterality rather they 
are prevascular and retrotracheal. 



Seq 2030: Lung Cancer – Number of Nodes 

In cases where there is a discrepancy in nodal count between the final diagnosis and synoptic 
report, please use the synoptic report unless the synoptic report is counting lymph node 
fragments as whole lymph nodes. In those instances, please use the final diagnosis to 
determine lymph node count following the guidance provided in the Mar 2025 FAQ.

Mar 2025: If the summary section of your final pathology report blends together the total number of whole lymph 
nodes resected and lymph node fragments as a single count, please work with your surgeon and pathology 
department to obtain a summary that provides separate counts of whole lymph nodes and fragments. In the interim, 
please report blended counts as 1 lymph node as the true total number of lymph nodes resected is unknown. For 
example, “Number of lymph nodes/lymphoid tissue fragments examined: 6” would be coded as 1. 



Seq 4080:Recurrent 
Laryngeal Nerve Paresis

• Code ‘yes’ to seq 4080 even if the paresis 
spontaneously resolves without treatment. Leave 
grade blank in this instance. 



Seq 4270: Readmission 30 days
Patients that return to the hospital within 30 days of discharge and are placed 
in an observation status for more than two midnights should be considered an 
IP readmission despite the fact that the ADT remains in OBS status.

https://www.mcg.com/blog/2023/09/26/two-midnight-rule-mcg-care-guidelines/



Seq 4310: Status 30 
Days After Surgery
If a patient has logged into 
MyChart, but not communicated 
with the clinical team, this is not 
able to be used to validate that 
the patient is alive at 30 days. 
Log-in credentials could have 
been shared with friends/family. 



Open Discussion

Please use the Q&A Function. 

We will answer as many questions as 
possible.

We encourage your feedback and want to 
hear from you!



Upcoming 
GTSD Webinars

Monthly Webinar

• October 8 @ 2:30ET (1:30CT)
• November 12 @ 2:30ET (1:30CT)

Quality Improvement
• Will resume after AQO! 

• October 30 @ 3:00ET (2:00CT)



Contact Information

Leigh Ann Jones, STS National 
Database Manager, Congenital 

and General Thoracic

• Ljones@sts.org
• 312-202-5822

Helpdesk Support 
(Harvest Questions/Analysis 

Report Questions)

• STSDB_helpdesk@sts.org

Database Operational 
Questions

(Database Participation, 
Contracts, etc.)

• STSDB@sts.org

mailto:CKrohn@sts.org
mailto:CKrohn@sts.org
mailto:STSDB@sts.org
mailto:STSDB@sts.org


THANK YOU FOR JOINING!
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