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GTSD User Group Call

• Welcome and Introductions

• STS Announcement

• Mortality % Missingness Thresholds

• Preparing For Harvest Close

• IQVIA Update

• User Feedback

• Include Ticket Number/Case Number
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General Thoracic Harvest 
Announcement

• Fall 2021 Harvest Closes This Week
• File submission deadline is
Friday, October 22 @ 11:59pm ET

➢Surgery dates up through 6/30/2021

• Opt Out by Tuesday, October 26th

➢Opt Out form on STS Website: 
https://www.sts.org/form/harvest-opt-
out-form
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Post AQO 
Update

• Beginning with the Fall 
2021 Analysis – New 
methodology will be 
implemented to 
calculate the Mortality 
% Missingness threshold
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––

Major – Analyzed Procedures
• Major/Analyzed (Required)

• Confirmed Lung Cancer Resections
• Confirmed Esophageal Cancer Resections
• Benchmark Data Provided
• Risk Adjusted

• Major/Analyzed (Not Required)
• Optional Procedures

• Thymus/Mediastinal Mass/Myasthenia 
Gravis

• Tracheal Resection
• Hiatal Hernia/GERD

• Benchmark Data Provided
• Not Risk Adjusted



––

Minor/Non-Analyzed Procedures

• Minor /Non-Analyzed Procedures
• Accepted into the database 

• ONLY if you choose to collect and 
submit

• Required fields “On Save” checks will 
be applied to these records

• Not risk adjusted/no benchmark data 
provided

• Concomitant Procedures
• If a procedure considered ‘minor’ or 

‘optional’ is done at the same time as 
an ‘analyzed’ procedure, then it 
should be included on the same data 
collection form.



The ‘OLD’ Methodology - How is the % 
Missingness Threshold Calculated? 



The ‘New’ Methodology - How is the % 
Missingness Threshold Calculated? 

To be implemented with the Fall 2021 Analysis
• Mortality thresholds of 2% to be applied specifically to the composite population only. 

o The mortality threshold calculation will consider both the lung AND esophageal cancer resections 
combined.

• The mortality threshold calculation will NOT be applied to the ‘Optional Major Procedures’ or ‘Minor 
Procedures’ 
• Optional Major Procedures include: Hiatal Hernia/GERD Procedures, Tracheal Resections and 

Thymus/Mediastinal Mass Resections 

• % Missingness will be calculated on a rolling three-year time period. 
o For example, the Fall 2021 Harvest (Reporting period of 7/1/2018 – 6/30-2021) % missingness thresholds 

would be applied as follows:

➢ Year 1 – 7/1/2018 – 6/30/2019 (must have 2% or less missingness for this time period) 
AND

➢ Year 2 – 7/1/2019 – 6/30/2020 (must have 2% or less missingness for this time period) 
AND

➢ Year 3 – 7/1/2020 – 6/30/2021 (must have 2% or less missingness for this time period) 



The ‘New’ Methodology - How is the % 
Missingness Threshold Calculated? 

To be implemented with the Fall 2021 Analysis

If one or more of the Operative Mortality fields (MtDCStat, Mt30Stat) is missing or coded as “unknown”, a 
record is considered as incomplete and will be excluded from the mortality analysis.

Participants who do not meet the Operative Mortality related data completeness thresholds are not 
eligible to receive a composite score/risk adjusted analysis/star rating. Mortality status at discharge is 
obtained from the variable MtDCStat. Operative Mortality is defined as in hospital death or death within 
30 days of surgery and is obtained from the variables MtDCStat and Mt30Stat.



Participant Data File Prepared at 
IQVIA

Record Exclusions 
Implemented

Preparing Your Data for Analysis - From IQVIA to DCRI

Minor procedure ONLY records excluded from your 
data set

Records missing required fields 
flagged  (exceptions (ECOG) applied as 

noted in TM)

Data file sent to DCRI for analysis

DCRI excludes any records missing 
one or more required fields

DCRI applies % Mortality 
Missingness Methodology

Final data set sent into 
analysis – composite criteria 

applied

Harvest Has Closed – Snapshot at IQVIA Performed



IQVIA Review
Joe Brower



October 2021 
Release 
Update

IQVIA Release Update – October 2021

STATUS: Released to Production October 14th

Uploader & Direct Data Entry (DDE) Validations

• STS-7400 – Removed an invalid validation from the Race - Multi-Select 
(racemulti) variable where it displayed when the expected responses were 
selected within the case form.

• Uploader Users - Please contact the IQVIA support team for further 
assistance if you see the error appear on the Harvest Summary report in 
the instance where the values are entered on the case form.

• Direct Data Users – Please resave the caseform to resolve the error 
message if it appears on the Harvest Summary report.



IQVIA 
Enhancements 

& Known Issues 
Oct. 2021

IQVIA Enhancements and Known Issues
The items below are currently under review by the IQVIA development team and will 
be targeted for a future release. 

Release Timing: TBD

Direct Data Entry (DDE) Validations

• STS-7157 – User request to reduce the severity level on identified require fields from 
critical errors to errors for direct data entry users

Participant Dashboard Report (non-analyzed)

• STS-6995 – Participant Dashboard Report displays different percentages when 
exported to MS Excel (RESOLVED – Not an Issue)

Missing Variable Report – Report Logic to be updated

• STS-7348 – Missing Variable Report – The MT30STAT variable will be updated to 
display the option of Unknown (harvest code = 3) as missing on the report.

• STS-7050 - Missing Variable Report - The LFUDATE and LFUMORTSTAT is reported 
as missing when the record is associated with an earlier demographic data 
version (2.2, 2.081, 2.07, 2.06)

• STS-7100 – Missing Variable Report – The report is flagging the Racemulti field as 
missing within the 5.21.1 data version when associated with an earlier 
demographic data version 

• STS-7278 – Missing Variable Report – Update the MVR report logic to include the 
missing check for the COVID19 variables (TempCode) and (TempDate)

• STS-7302 – Missing Variable Report - Variable analysis - GERDPTALIVEYR 
Discrepancy between MVR and Participant Dashboard - denominator count 
difference identified



Known Issues Posted to Library 

Please note: The full 
known issues and 

enhancements list is 
posted to the Library in 
the IQVIA platform for 

user review.



IQVIA Update 

Please note: Submitted 
tickets are currently under 

review and the IQVIA 
support team will follow up 
on resolution and/or target 

release confirmation.

The IQVIA Team is currently 
reviewing items to be 

targeted for an upcoming 
release. Those items will be 
posted to the Notifications 

section.



STS/IQVIA Support Plan



IQVIA's Support Plan

^ Inquiries received outside live support hours will require a 24-hour turnaround window (i.e., one business day) for responses.

**Please include your 5 digit Participant ID



Resources
• STS National Database Webpage

• STSTechSupport@IQVIA.com (Uploader, DQR, 
Missing Variable, Dashboard, Password and Login )

• Phone Support: 1-833-256-7187

• STS National Database Feedback Form

• Resource Documents

• Contact Information

• Webinar Information

• FAQ Document

• Go-Live Checklist

• Tiered-level Support Document

• Training Videos

• Link to IQVIA

https://www.sts.org/registries-research-center/sts-national-database
mailto:STSTechSupport@IQVIA.com
https://www.sts.org/form/national-database-feedback


Contact Information

Leigh Ann Jones, STS 
National Database 

Manager, Congenital and 
General Thoracic

• Ljones@sts.org

• 312-202-5822

Database Operational 
Questions

• STSDB@sts.org

mailto:CKrohn@sts.org
mailto:STSDB@sts.org


Upcoming 
GTSD Webinars

• November 10 @ 2:30 CT

Monthly Webinar

• November 24 @ 3:30CT

User Group Call – Canceled

• December 8 @ 2:30CT

Monthly Webinar



Open Discussion

Please use the Q&A Function. 

We will answer as many questions as 
possible.

We encourage your feedback and want to 
hear from you!


