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GTSD Monthly 
Webinar

• Welcome and Introductions

• STS Update

• FAQ Inbox Review

• IQVIA Update

• User Feedback
• Include Ticket Number/Case Number

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.picpedia.org/chalkboard/a/agenda.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


General Thoracic

• August Training Manual Posted
• 2020 Analyses Re-run results 

expected mid-September
• Spring 2021 Harvest sent to DCRI for 

analysis 
• Inbound file expected from DCRI next 

week
• Fall 2021 Harvest scheduled to close 

Friday, September 24
• Includes OR dates up through 6/30/2021

• Fall 2021 Opt Out period ends 
Tuesday, September 28

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND.

https://www.marugujarat.org/important-notice-regarding-junior-clerk-recruitment-in-states-agriculture-universities/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


2021 Advances in Quality and Outcomes: A 
Data Managers Meeting



STS FAQ 
Inbox 

Education



The NQF measures are available on the STS website: https://www.sts.org/quality-safety/performance-measures

https://www.sts.org/quality-safety/performance-measures


PFT’s are part of NQF #3294 Lobectomy for Lung Cancer Composite Score:

Model variables: Variables in the model: age, sex, year of operation, body mass index, 
hypertension, steroid therapy, congestive heart failure, coronary artery disease, 
peripheral vascular disease, reoperation, preoperative chemotherapy within 6 months, 
cerebrovascular disease, diabetes mellitus, renal failure, dialysis, past smoker, current 
smoker, forced expiratory volume in 1 second percent of predicted, Zubrod score 
(linear plus quadratic), American Society of Anesthesiologists class (linear plus 
quadratic), and pathologic stage.

What are the valid exclusion criteria? 

Patient Population: The STS General Thoracic Surgery Database is queried for all 
patients treated with lobectomy for lung cancer within a 3-year (36 month) time 
period. We exclude patients with non-elective status, occult or stage 0 tumors, 
American Society of Anesthesiologists class VI, and with missing data for age, sex, or 
discharge mortality status.



Coding Patient Discharged to Hospice

• CODE ‘YES’ to sequence 
4200-StillInHosp at the time 
the patient is discharged to 
hospice.
• The case is now 
EXCLUDED from analysis.



Coding Patient Discharged to Hospice
Follow the case until the patient expires. At that time you will go back and recode the 
answer to 4200 to ‘no’. The appropriate child fields will now open. You will enter 
hospital discharge date, hospital discharge status and mortality date. The case is now 
INCLUDED in analysis. 

There are some child fields that will not open with a hospital discharge status coded as 
“Discharge to Hospice.” For example:



What procedure do I code for a ‘pexy’?

There is not a procedure code for pexy. Do not code a pneumopexy as 
a concomitant procedure. 



Where do I code ENB or CT guided biopsy of a 
lung mass?

You don’t collect those procedures in V5.21.1, the only invasive clinical 
staging data collected is for mediastinal staging. 



What patients are part of my star rating for 
lobectomy?

The category of disease must be lung cancer – metastatic 
disease and solitary pulmonary nodule are excluded.

Only the open and VATS/RATS single lobe are included. 



A few more words on “lung tumor, metastatic”

Includes:
1. Metastatic disease to the lungs (i.e. a solitary lung met from the prostate)
2. Metastatic lung cancer (i.e. lung cancer that has spread from one lung 

location to another). 

Excludes:
1. Synchronous primaries
2. New primary lung cancer 



IQVIA Review
Joe Brower



IQVIA Known 
Issues Aug 

2021

IQVIA Known Issues
The items below are currently under review by the IQVIA development team and will 
be targeted for a future release. 

Release Timing: TBD
Uploader & Direct Data Entry (DDE) Validations
• STS-7157 – Request to reduce the number of critical errors for direct data 

entry users

• STS-7250 – Removal of decimal validations for identified 5.21.1 GTSD 
variables. Please note, this does not apply to previous form versions

Risk Adjusted Dashboard Report
Number of Operations and Mortality Report – Operative Mortality – Number of 
Mortalities

• STS-6921 – The report is currently displaying a mismatch in the number 
of records that appear in the patient drill down

STS/NIS Comparison Report
• STS-6927 – Mean Length of Stay for STS database is displaying an 

extreme time period
Missing Data Summary Report

• STS-6817 – Missing Data Summary displaying missing records for 
“Missing Forced Expiratory Volume Performed” when values were 
entered prior to harvest



IQVIA Known 
Issues Aug 

2021

IQVIA Known Issues
The items below are currently under review by the IQVIA 
development team and will be targeted for a future release. 
Release Timing: TBD

Participant Dashboard Report (non-analyzed)
• STS-6995 – Participant Dashboard Report displays different 

percentages when exported to Excel

Missing Variable Report
• STS-7050 - Missing Variable Report - The LFUDATE and 

LFUMORTSTAT was reported as missing when the record is 
associated with an earlier demographic data version (2.2, 2.081, 
2.07, 2.06)

• STS-7100 – Missing Variable Report – The report is flagging the 
Racemulti field as missing within the 5.21.1 data version

• STS-7278 – Missing Variable Report – Update the MVR report 
logic to include the missing check for the COVID19 variables 
(TempCode) and (TempDate)



IQVIA Update 

Please note: Submitted 
tickets are currently under 

review and the IQVIA 
support team will follow up 
on resolution and/or target 

release confirmation.

The IQVIA Team is currently 
reviewing items to be 

targeted for an upcoming 
release. Those items will be 
posted to the Notifications 

section.



STS/IQVIA Support Plan



IQVIA's Support Plan

^ Inquiries received outside live support hours will require a 24-hour turnaround window (i.e., one business day) for responses.

**Please include your 5 digit Participant ID



Resources
• STS National Database Webpage
• STSTechSupport@IQVIA.com (Uploader, DQR, 

Missing Variable, Dashboard, Password and Login )

• Phone Support: 1-833-256-7187
• STS National Database Feedback Form
• Resource Documents

• Contact Information
• Webinar Information
• FAQ Document
• Go-Live Checklist
• Tiered-level Support Document
• Training Videos
• Link to IQVIA

https://www.sts.org/registries-research-center/sts-national-database
mailto:STSTechSupport@IQVIA.com
https://www.sts.org/form/national-database-feedback


Contact Information

Leigh Ann Jones, STS 
National Database 

Manager, Congenital and 
General Thoracic

• Ljones@sts.org
• 312-202-5822

Database Operational 
Questions

• STSDB@sts.org

mailto:CKrohn@sts.org
mailto:STSDB@sts.org


Upcoming 
GTSD 

Webinars

• September 22 @ 2:30pm CT

User Group Call

• September 29 @ 2pm CT

New Data Manager Webinar

• October 13 @ 2:30CT

Monthly Webinar – Canceled



Open Discussion

Please use the Q&A Function. 

We will answer as many questions as 
possible.

We encourage your feedback and want to 
hear from you!


