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Ask: Please cosponsor the Resident Physician Shortage Reduction Act
(5.348/H.R.1763)

House Sponsors: Terri Sewell (D-AL), John Katko (R-NY), Xochitl Torres Small (D-NM), Rodney Davis (R-IL)
Senate Sponsors: Sen. Robert Menendez (D-NJ), Sen. John Boozman (R-AR), Sen. Charles Schumer (D-NY)

What Does the Bill Do?

The bipartisan bill increases the limit for Medicare-supported resident training slots at qualifying
hospitals, addressing an outdated 1997 policy that put a cap on residency slots. It will increase the total
number of slots by 15,000 between fiscal years 2021 and 2025. Half of these slots will be used for
training in a shortage specialty residency program. The bill also requires a GAO study on strategies for
increasing the number of health professionals in rural, lower income, and underrepresented minority
communities.

The legislation outlines a hierarchy for distributing the new
slots, prioritizing teaching hospitals that are training
residents in excess of their cap, those in states with newly
opened medical schools, and those that emphasize training
physicians in community-based or outpatient hospital
settings.

COST: Medicare currently pays
over $10B per year for graduate
medical education. The Association
of American Medical Colleges
“back of the envelope” estimate is
that the proposed legislation would
add and additional cost $10B over

Why Do We Need the Bill? 10 years.

The latest projections from the Association of American

Medical Colleges indicate a shortfall of between 46,900 and 121,900 physicians by 2032. By 2035,
cardiothoracic surgeons would have to increase their caseload by an unfeasible 121 percent to meet
demand.? The cardiothoracic surgeon workforce is aging along with the population. 10,000 Americans
turn 65 every day, and this older population will drive an increasing demand for cardiothoracic surgery
care as surgeons retire.

Medical school enrollment is growing but the number of residency positions is capped. Many graduates

will have no place to finish their required training. In 2017, all 84 Thoracic Surgery residency slots were
filled. Increased funding for Graduate Medical Education (GME) will help protect patient access to care.

Please see a list of cosponsors on the back of this sheet.

1 “New Findings Confirm Predictions on Physician Shortage.”

https://news.aamc.org/press-releases/article/2019-workforce-projections-update/
2 Moffatt-Bruce S, Crestanello J, Way DP, Williams TE. Providing cardiothoracic services in 2035: signs of trouble
ahead. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg. 2018; 155:824-9.
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Senate Cosponsors (as of 6/26/2019)

Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR]
Sen. Collins, Susan (R-ME)

Sen. Lahey, Patrick (D-VT)

Sen. Menendez, Robert (D-NJ)
Sen. Merkley, Jeff (D-OR)

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY]

House Cosponsors (as of 6/26/2019)

Rep. Aguilar, Pete (D-CA)

Rep. Amodei, Mark E. (R-NV)
Rep. Axne, Cynthia (D-1A)

Rep. Barragan, Nanette Diaz (D-CA)
Rep. Beatty, Joyce (D-OH)

Rep. Bera, Ami (D-CA)

Rep. Bishop, Sanford D. Jr. (D-GA)
Rep. Bonamici, Suzanne (D-OR)
Rep. Boyle, Brendan F. (D-PA)
Rep. Brindisi, Anthony (D-NY)
Rep. Brooks, Susan W. (R-IN)
Rep. Bustos, Cheri (D-IL)

Rep. Carbajal, Salud O. (D-CA)
Rep. Cardenas, Tony (D-CA)
Rep. Castor, Kathy (D-FL)

Rep. Chu, Judy (D-CA)

Rep. Cicilline, David N. (D-RI)
Rep. Cisneros, Gilbert Ray Jr. (D-CA)
Rep. Clarke, Yvette D. (D-NY)
Rep. Cohen, Steve (D-TN)

Rep. Cook, Paul (R-CA)

Rep. Cox, TJ (D-CA)

Rep. Cuellar, Henry (D-TX)

Rep. Davids, Sharice (D-KS)

Rep. Davis, Susan A. (D-CA)
Rep. Davis, Danny K. (D-IL)

Rep. Davis, Rodney (R-IL)

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. (D-OR)
Rep. DeGette, Diana (D-CO)
Rep. Delauro, Rosa L. (D-CT)
Rep. Delgado, Antonio (D-NY)
Rep. Deutch, Theodore E. (D-FL)
Rep. Doggett, Lloyd (D-TX)
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Doyle, Michael F. (D-PA)
Engel, Eliot L. (D-NY)
Escobar, Veronica (D-TX)
Espaillat, Adriano (D-NY)
Finkenauer, Abby (D-IA)
Fitzpatrick, Brian K. (R-PA)
Fleischmann, Charles J. Chuck (R-TN)
Fletcher, Lizzie (D-TX)
Foster, Bill (D-IL)
Gabbard, Tulsi (D-HI)
Garamendi, John (D-CA)
Golden, Jared F. (D-ME)
Gonzalez, Vicente (D-TX)
Gonzalez-Colon, Jenniffer (R-PR)
Gooden, Lance (R-TX)
Haaland, Debra A. (D-NM)
Harder, Josh (D-CA)
Hastings, Alcee L. (D-FL)
Higgins, Brian (D-NY)

Hill, Katie (D-CA)

Hill, J. French (R-AR)
Horsford, Steven (D-NV)
Hurd, Will (R-TX)

Jackson, Lee Sheila (D-TX)
Jayapal, Pramila (D-WA)
Jeffries, Hakeem S. (D-NY)
Johnson, Eddie Bernice (D-TX)
Joyce, David P. (R-OH)
Kaptur, Marcy (D-OH)
Katko, John (R-NY)

Kelly, Robin L. (D-IL)
Khanna, Ro (D-CA)

Kilmer, Derek (D-WA)
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King, Peter T. (R-NY)

Kinzinger, Adam (R-IL)
Krishnamoorthi, Raja (D-IL)
Langevin, James R. (D-RI)

Lee, Susie (D-NV)

Lowey, Nita M. (D-NY)

Lujan, Ben Ray (D-NM)

Luria, Elaine G. (D-VA)
Maloney, Carolyn B. (D-NY)
Maloney, Sean Patrick (D-NY)
McCollum, Betty (D-MN)
McGovern, James P. (D-MA)
McMorris, Rodgers Cathy (R-WA)
McNerney, Jerry (D-CA)

Meng, Grace (D-NY)

Miller, Carol D. (R-WV)

Moore, Gwen (D-WI)

Morelle, Joseph D. (D-NY)
Moulton, Seth (D-MA)
Mucarsel-Powell, Debbie (D-FL)
Nadler, Jerrold (D-NY)
Norcross, Donald (D-NJ)
Norton, Eleanor Holmes (D-DC)
Ocasio-Cortez, Alexandria (D-NY)
O'Halleran, Tom (D-AZ)
Palazzo, Steven M. (R-MS)
Panetta, Jimmy (D-CA)

Pascrell, Bill Jr. (D-NJ)

Payne, Donald M. Jr. (D-NJ)
Perlmutter, Ed (D-CO)

Peters, Scott H. (D-CA)

Pingree, Chellie (D-ME)

Pocan, Mark (D-WI)

Quigley, Mike (D-IL)

Radewagen, Aumua Amata Coleman (R-AS)

Raskin, Jamie (D-MD)
Rice, Kathleen M. (D-NY)
Rogers, Mike D. (R-AL)
Rouda, Harley (D-CA)

Ruppersberger, C. A. Dutch (D-MD)

Rush, Bobby L. (D-IL)
Scanlon, Mary Gay (D-PA)
Schakowsky, Janice D. (D-IL)
Schiff, Adam B. (D-CA)
Scott, David (D-GA)
Serrano, Jose E. (D-NY)
Sewell, Terri (D-AL)
Sherman, Brad (D-CA)
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Sires, Albio (D-NJ)
Stauber, Pete (R-MN)
Stefanik, Elise M. (R-NY)
Stevens, Haley M. (D-MI)
Suozzi, Thomas R. (D-NY)
Swalwell, Eric (D-CA)
Titus, Dina (D-NV)

Tonko, Paul (D-NY)
Torres, Norma J. (D-CA)
Torres Small, Xochitl (D-NM)
Turner, Michael R. (R-OH)
Vela, Filemon (D-TX)

Wasserman, Schultz Debbie (D-FL)
Watkins, Steve (R-KS)

Webster, Daniel (R-FL)

Wild, Susan (D-PA)

Wilson, Frederica S. (D-FL)
Yarmuth, John A. (D-KY)

Young, Don (R-AK)

Zeldin, Lee M. (R-NY)



